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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 14289 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PFOR, NATO, UK 

SUBJECT: NATO MINISTERIAL MEETING - FOREIGN SECRETARY'S 
SPEECH 

1. TICKELL TOLD US DEC. 5 THAT THE SPEECH HE HAS 
WRITTEN FOR SIR ALEC AT NEXT WEEK'S NATO MINISTERIAL 
MEETING (SIR ALEC HAS APPROVED IT) WILL STRESS THAT 
ALLIANCE SHOULD FOCUS ITS IMMEDIATE ATTENTION MORE 
HEAVILY ON WEST- WEST RELATIONS THAN ON EAST-WEST 
AFFAIRS. SIR ALEC WILL NOT OVERLOOK DIFFERENCES WHICH 
HAVE RECENTLY TROUBLED THE ALLIANCE BUT WILL STRIKE A 
VERY POSITIVE CONCILIATORY NOTE, ACCENTING IMPORTANCE 
OF WORKING HARD IN FUTURE TO COMPOSE OR MINIMIZE 
DIFFERENCES AMONG NATO COUNTRIES. 

ANNENBERG 
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